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Mr. Ivo Freijsen

UNHCR Representative in Lebanon
S&K Building

Nicolas Ibrahim Sursock Street
Jnah

Beirut, Lebanon

Dear Mr. Freijsen,

We, the undersigned Members of the Lebanese Parliament, Members of the Strong Republic
Parliamentary Bloc, are writing to you regarding the following matters:

* Whereas the Government of Lebanon issued Decree No. /11262/ dated 30/10/2003,
published in the Official Gazette under No. /52/ dated 13/11/2003, stipulating the ratification
of a memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the General Directorate of General
Security and UNHCR, regarding the processing of refugees’ applications at the UNHCR office
in Lebanon, signed in Beirut on 9/9/2003.

* Whereas itis clear from this memorandum that: "... Lebanon is not designed to be a country
of refugees, given social, economic, and demographic considerations... Thus, the term
“refugee seeker," wherever mentioned, refers to a person seeking refuge in a country other
than Lebanon..." (Introduction to the memorandum).

* Whereas the memorandum mentioned above included an agreement stipulating that refugee
seekers cannot exceed their stay in Lebanon beyond one year after which they have to resettle
in a third country other than Lebanon, or return to their country of origin.

» Whereasitis evident that UNHCR in Lebanon has ignored its obligations outlined in the MOU,
has accepted refugee seekers in the country, and provided them with the necessary aid to
remain in Lebanon indefinitely, thereby breaching the MOU provisions.

« Whereas the memorandum referred to above constitutes an international agreement,
concluded by decree after approval from the Council of Ministers, based on Article 52 of the
Lebanese Constitution, dated October 30, 2003, and the implementation of its provisions is
incumbent upon its parties. Failure to comply with its provisions constitutes a breach of an
international contractual obligation, necessitating the exposing of the party that breached it,
especially since the “principle of good faith” dictates that the implementation of this
memorandum should not cause harm or injury to the other party. It should be noted that this
agreement is subject to the principles of international law and the principle of "pacta sunt
servanda." Therefore, any violation of this memorandum constitutes a violation of the
principle of legitimacy, and any action contrary to the provisions of this memorandum is

considered illegitimat
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» Whereas it is evident that by UNHCR's actions and behaviors contradicting the provisions of
this memorandum, you are contributing to the integration and settlement of foreign nationals
into the Lebanese nation contrary to the provisions of the Constitution, therefore this subjects
you to liability before the proper judiciary authority for breaching contractual obligations
stipulated in the MOU, for disregarding the Lebanese Constitution, especially paragraph "i" of
its preamble, and for defying the United Nations Charter in non-respecting the sovereignty of
the state, interfering in its internal affairs, especially concerning the decision of the Lebanese
Supreme Defense Council dated April 15, 2019, which stipulated the deportation of Syrian
citizens entering Lebanon without passing through official border crossings, thereby enforcing
the Lebanese laws related to the entry, residence, and exit of foreigners in Lebanon.
Additionally, your actions can be considered infringing on the principle of the right to self-
determination of peoples, and international human rights laws by encouraging and promoting

mass migration. It should be noted that these actions waive all immunities and permit
prosecution and liability,

In addition we contemplate the possibility of requesting the Lebanese government to close
your offices in Beirut since there is no agreement regarding your legal presence in the country
asis the case with other international organizations and offices of the United Nations.

Moreover, Lebanon can file a complaint against you with the United Nations General
Assembly during its seventy-eighth session, especially considering that your commission was
established by a resolution issued by the United Nations General Assembly in 1950.

Subsequently and Based on the above,

We hereby address you with this notice, dema nding the immediate cessation of all actions that you
engage in, contradicting the MOU mentioned above and contributing to the settlement of Syrian
refugee seekers in Lebanon in contravention of Lebanese laws. And we reserve the right to take any
type of necessary measures against any entity that continues to disregard our concerns and persist
in actions that violate our laws and agreements.

Sincerely,

Ghassan

[Signatories]
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